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ABA Forum Brings Entertainment and Sports Lawyers to L.A. 
October 12, 2006

By Leslie Simmons 

More than 300 entertainment and sports lawyers are expected to attend the American Bar Assn.'s Forum on the Entertainment and Sports Industries annual meeting, which gets underway Thursday at the Hyatt Regency Century Plaza Hotel in Los Angeles.

The forum brings together national and international lawyers in the media, entertainment and sports industries for programs focusing on film, television, music, sports, new media, publishing and the performing arts.

Forum chair and Los Angeles transactional attorney Gary Watson cited the program's varied offerings and the opportunity to network with entertainment and sports lawyers from around the country. 

"It's national in scope and comprehensive in character," Watson said. "You don't get that with any of the other groups out there."

The conference begins Thursday with an opening night reception at French 75 Bistro in Century City, followed on Friday and Saturday with panel discussions. 

On Friday, Joel Katz of Greenberg Traurig's Atlanta office will be presented with the Ed Rubin Award, which recognizes excellence in the entertainment legal industry and leadership in the ABA forum. Katz was the previous chair of the annual event, which rotates between Los Angeles and New York.

On Saturday, Stacey Snider, CEO and co-chairman of DreamWorks SKG, will deliver a keynote address. 

The first session of the forum is "New Technology - Entertainment Megatrends In and Around the Digital Home," which Watson said "is really going to allow the discussion of what we should expect to see regarding media in the home. 

"Will the television, telephone and computer converge together in the near future? And how we, as lawyers, address this convergence and plan and anticipate what business and legal issues will come to pass," he said. 

Other programs include "Profit Wars - Cutting Edge Deals in Film and Television," "Music Licensing in the 21st Century," "Money: Where to Find It, How to Get It and What to Do with It Now that You've Got It," and a professional sports general counsel forum featuring Sam Fernandez of the Los Angeles Dodgers, Ed Goines of the San Francisco 49ers, Kathie Pothier of the San Diego Padres and Suzie Thomas of the Houston Texans.

Attendees also have the opportunity to buy a discounted rate tickets to Friday's American Cinematheque Gala honoring George Clooney and play golf on Sunday at Lost Canyons Golf Club in Simi Valley.

MCLE credit is offered. For more information on the forum, visit the American Bar Assn. Web site.
